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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The editor is not responsible for opinions expressed in this department. All communications 
must be accompanied by the name and address of the writer to ensure publication. 

A PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN 

Dear Editor: Our hospital, in common with others, has suffered through a 
reduction in the number of desirable applicants for its school of nursing. When 
I came here it was evident that something must be done to interest and attract 
young women, and I at once began to work toward a publicity campaign. My 
first move was to talk informally with several members of the Women's Board 
and with two members of the attending staff, one of whom is also a trustee. After 
I had gained their support I obtained permission to address a Board meeting, and 
in this talk I outlined my plan and urged the cooperation of every member. My 
plans were endorsed, and a publicity committee was appointed to work with me. 
Immediately following this, I called the student nurses together and told them 
what was proposed, and within a few days addressed the Alumnae Association 
upon the same subject. One week of intensive publicity was arranged, and 
during this week the film, "Following in Florence Nightingale's Footsteps," was 
shown for four days at one moving picture theater in the city, at a lecture given 
in connection with the Library Course of Lectures, at a morning assembly of the 
New Bedford High School and, beginning on the same day, at another theater 
for two days. It was shown during the following week at a private school in 
Marion, and the general public was invited to see it. One of the trustees, who 
was particularly well informed upon the subject, made a brief address at the 
first presentation of the film, and also spoke at the Library Lecture. I spoke at 
the high school when it was shown there and addressed two other high schools 
and one private school during the week. Immediately following the film, we 
had thrown on the screen, each time, 1st, a picture of the student nurses; 2d, a 
picture of the 1920 graduating class; 3d, an announcement that information re- 
garding training schools could be obtained at the hospital. On Sunday of this 
same week a local paper printed a picture of the student nurses, with an 
article on the opportunities for young women in the nursing profession. Dur- 
ing the entire week a morning and an evening paper published articles by nurses 
in the different branches of Public Health work, in the Red Cross Nursing 
Service, in institutional work, by a student nurse, a private duty nurse, and 
by a nurse who had been with the Grenfell Mission, telling what the work means 
to them, and by a nurse who is now married, who showed the value of the 
profession to the home maker and mother. Each of these articles was signed, 
and all were run under the caption, "A Challenge to Young Women." Addresses 
were given at a ministerial conference, the Women's Alliance of the Unitarian 
Church, a joint meeting of all the Girl Scouts, a joint meeting of the Girls' 
Friendly Societies, the Industrial Nurses' Association, and at a meeting of the 
New Bedford Chapter of the Red Cross. Following each talk an opportunity has 
been given for those who wished additional information to ask questions. The 
points brought out during each talk were that the demands of modern medical 
and sanitary science have created a greater need for nurses; and that the rapid 
expansion of the newer branches of the profession has resulted in a shortage 
of graduates; that the American Red Cross and the American Nurses' Associa- 
tion have instituted a campaign for the purpose of informing the public of the 
need for nurses and of the splendid opportunities for young women of education 
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and refinement in the various nursing fields ; that the courses in the better schools 
are educational and full of interest, and that the living conditions in this type 
of school are good. I have urged prospective applicants to be sure that the 
school to which they apply will qualify them for registration, and have told how 
to ascertain the standing of the different schools. I have avoided making the 
issue a local one, and as a considerable number of those who have come for fur- 
ther information have asked about schools in New York, in Boston, and even in 
Washington, D. C, it would seem that a number of other schools would benefit. 

1 have, however, stated that our school qualifies its graduates for registration 
in this State and in New York. We hope to keep up our publicity indefinitely, 
and in the near future expect that our senior class will give a tea for the senior 
girls of the high school, in order that they may see something of the nurses' 
home and of the happy atmosphere in which the nurses live. While it is too 
early to know what the result will be, there is evidence of a good deal of 
interest. One very gratifying thing is that the high school principals are re- 
ferring young women to our school, and a good many people who have had little 
consciousness of the nursing profession have been made to realize its advantages. 

New Bedford, Mass. Marion E. Seaver, 

Superintendent of Nurses, 
St. Luke's Training School. 

JOURNALS ON HAND OR WANTED 
I. 

Dear Editor: Through the kindness of Miss Wiggins of Massachusetts, we 
have a complete set of the American Journal op Nursing except numbers 1 and 

2 of Volume I. Could you aid us in securing these? 

Nebraska Methodist Episcopal Hospital, Omaha 

Lula Hollar, 

Instructress. 

II. 

Dear Editor: I would like to sell the following old issues of the Journal 
at half the present rate: January, 1914, through December, 1920, with the 
exception of January and February, 1915. 

21 Cooley Place, Mt. Vernon, N. Y. Florence MacDonald. 

III. 

Dear Editor: I have the following numbers of the Journal which I will 
send to anyone who will pay the cost of transportation: 1908, except January 
and October; 1914, except January and February; 1915, except January, Feb- 
ruary, November; 1916, except July, November, December; 1917, except January, 
March; 1918 and 1919, intact; 1920, except August. 

212 Park Place, Brooklyn, N. Y. Laura B. Cantrell. 

IV. 

Dear Editor: I am breaking up my home and have the following on hand 
to dispose of: a complete set of League reports, lacking one volume, — 1906-1920; 
Volumes 9, 10, 13 of the Journal, bound in cloth; copies of the Journal, unbound, 
May, 1915— September, 1917. 

West Alexander, Pa. Laura A. Beecroft. 



